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Mr. Chairman, 
 
I have the honor to speak on behalf of the African Group on this organizational 
session of the main part of the sixty-eighth session of the Fifth Committee of the 
General Assembly. 
 
At the outset, the African Group would like to congratulate you and all members 
of the bureau on your election. We are confident that through your able 
leadership, experience and good track record, you will successfully enable the 
Committee to deliver its work in the most efficient and effective manner. 
 
Allow me also to pay a special tribute to the Bureau of the sixty-seventh session 
under the leadership of Ambassador Miguel Berger, for the excellent work done 
during the previous session. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
The Group aligns this statement to the one just delivered by the Representative of 
Fiji on behalf of Group of 77 and China.  
 
The African Group notes with serious concern the continuation of the delay of 
issuance of official documentation for the Fifth Committee. We are deeply 
concerned that this trend is becoming perennial and continue to impact the Fifth 
Committee decision making processes. 
 
Just to mention few example related to this situation: the current delay in issuance 
of the Board of Auditors reports has affected the timely allocation of this agenda 
items which will now be introduced a week after the official opening the session. 
This is a serious issue to our Group and this requires accountability and a 
transparent presentation by the Secretariat of the full reasons of this delay. We 
would like to note that, during our session in May, the BOA report was also not 
available, at the beginning of the session, in its edited and binded form. This is a 
strange trend and we would like to request Secretary-General to take concrete 
measure to address these shortcomings. 
 
Always on the same matter, the African Group notes that the ACABQ report on 
the proposed programme budget for 2014-2015 is still not yet available in the six 
official languages. We were informed that this format of this report which should 
have been issued six weeks ago will only be available around October 15. The 
Group requests the Secretariat to provide to the Members States the full reasons 



of this situation at its earliest convenience. We can all image how this late 
issuance of this important report for this session will impact on the ability of the 
Committee to swiftly consider such lengthy document; which need to be sent to 
our capitals for instructions. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
During this session, our Group will also pay close attention, not only to the 
budgetary proposals before us, but also will be examining many issues including 
procedures, and processes on the implementation of mandate. The Group has 
taken note that, the issues related to human resource management and financing 
of Peacekeeping Operations also form part of our heavy agenda.  
 
The African Group would like emphasize that it will take up on proposals related 
to financing of the three peacekeeping operations to be considered by the 
Committee on time, without any delay and taking into account the challenges 
facing these specific peacekeeping operations in these recent days. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
The African Group would like to reaffirm its position that, negotiations in this 
Committee be conducted in the spirit of open, inclusive, transparent manner and 
within the formally and official allocated time. In this regard, the Group is not 
going to subscribe to any sort of small configuration in the closed doors. We 
would like to assure you of our commitment in abiding with these key multilateral 
principles. We are convinced that you will ensure that these principles are adhered 
to. 
 
Regarding the scale of assessment on the apportionment of expenses of the United 
Nations, in particular Article 19 of the Charter, the African Group would like to 
stress the need for speedy decision on this matter to enable the concerned 
countries to fully participate on time in the General Assembly work. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
In conclusion, the African Group would like to assure you of its readiness to 
engage constructively during the Committee's deliberations on all issues under its 
consideration during the session. 
 
I thank you. 


